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              Fiorella Belpoggi was Scientific Director and Scientific Advisor of the Istituto Ramazzini  

             (Ramazzini Institute)  in Bologna until 2023. From 1981 to 2001, she worked closely with  

Professor Cesare Maltoni, an internationally renowned oncologist; then she was Scientific Director 

of the same Institute. Expert in the study of agents that can determine cancers and other 

environmental pathologies, such as plastic monomers, asbestos, fuels and additives of petrol, 

pesticides, in particular endocrine disruptors chemicals, ionizing radiation and low frequency 

electromagnetic fields (ELFEMF), radio frequency (RF-EMF), heavy metals, etc. She paid particular 

attention to the issue of nutrition and the risks related to simultaneous exposure even to small 

doses of chemicals or physical agents, especially during embryonic and fetal life, as well as in 

childhood. She also took care of the evaluation of the effectiveness of pharmaceutical and herbal 

drugs and active ingredients in preventing the onset and development of neoplasms.  

She is a member of the International Academy of Toxicological Pathology (IATP), the American  

Society of Toxicological Pathology (STP) and the European Society of Pathology (ESTP), the  

New York Academy of Sciences, and the Executive Council of the Collegium Ramazzini, an 

International Academy of over 180 independent expert members in the field of occupational and 
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environmental diseases, representing 36 countries in the world (www.ramazzini.org).  She is an 

active member of the Scientific Committee of the International Society of Doctors for Environment-

Italy; Honorary President of the Bologna Apennines Bio-district; member of the Observatory 

"Placido Rizzotto" (Union for the safeguard of agricultural workers’ health); member of the National 

Scientific Committee of the Italian Professional Order of Biologists. For two decades she was the 

reference person for the relations of the Ramazzini Institute with the important US National 

Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS); she has been repeatedly called to the European 

Commission to report on relevant health and environmental issues. She was part of the Working 

Groups of the IARC for the drafting of Monographs 120 on Benzene, 125 and 130 on some industrial 

compounds, and the working group that established the priorities IARC 2020-2024. She was 

recently invited to join the EU SCHEER RF-EMF Working Group and the EFSA Working Group on the 

Assessment of Glyphosate Re-authorisation Application in Europe. She was appointed by the "Panel 

for the Future of Science and Technology (EPRS/STOA) European Parliament , to prepare the report 

"Health impact of 5G" for the European Parliament, published in June 2021.  

 

Dr Belpoggi has been awarded in several occasions for her work in defence of environmental and 

occupational health, including the "Lorenzo Tomatis (past director of IARC) award from ISDE- Italy, 

the "Tina Anselmi award 2018", dedicated to women who have distinguished themselves 

professionally, sponsored by the City of Bologna, and the prestigious international Ramazzini award 

in 2007 for her contribution to cancer research. She participated as a procitizens expert in the 

MTBE Groundwater Pollution Trial in Jacksonville, Baltimore, USA, where injured people received 

over $1 billion in compensation from the polluting company, Exxon. For years she has supported as 

an office technical consultant the causes of compensation for asbestos victims and for other 

workers who have suffered occupational exposures to hazardous chemical and physical agents, with 

emerging, but hardly recognized, occupational cancers.   

 

She is a point of reference for municipalities, Italian government, citizens and associations on issues 

relating to public health, such as, recently, the presence of asbestos in drinking water, the residue 

of the herbicide glyphosate and other pesticide in water and food, very low frequency (ELMELF) 

and high frequency (RFEMF) electromagnetic fields. She has held several academic positions; was a 

member of the Council of the Faculty of Veterinary Sciences of the University of Padua, Adjunct 

Professor at the School of Specialty in Oncology of the University of Turin, Professor of 

Environmental Sciences at the Department of Public Health of the University of Bologna (UNIBO). 

She has held master classes at the Faculty of Law and at the Faculty of Statistical Sciences for 

Environmental Epidemiology, Agriculture and Veterinary of UNIBO, at the School of Specialty in 

Oncology of the same University. 

 

She is an author of over 200 publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals, national and 

international, and more than 20 chapters of books, including two (6th and 7th) editions of Patty’s 

Toxicology, one of the most prestigious texts of toxicology; has been an editor of several scientific-

themed volumes, in particular with contents of public health and environmental sciences, including 

some volumes published by the New York Academy of Sciences, NYC.  In 2024 she was co-author of 

a chapter in the Textbook of Children's Environmental Health, Edited by Philip J. Landrigan and Ruth 

A. Etzel, on Children Health and electromagnetic fields.  

 

In 2022 she published for the publishing house Terranuova (Italy) the book "Fiorella Belpoggi: storia 

di una scienziata libera", (Fiorella Belpoggi: history of an independent scientist) edited by Licia 

Granello.   

 



Currently, after retirement, she continues to deal with environmental toxicology issues, both 

voluntarily and as a professional; is engaged in disseminating and advising on issues in which she is 

considered an expert, namely the relationship between the working and living environment and 

health.  
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PUBLICATIONS OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS  

21/03/2025  

  

Publications from 2015 up to now (out of more than 200; those on EMF are highlighted in yellow))  

  

1. Soffritti M, Tibaldi E, Bua L, Padovani M, Falcioni L, Lauriola M, Manservigi M, Manservisi F, Belpoggi F. 

Life-span carcinogenicity studies on Sprague-Dawley rats exposed to γ-radiation: design of the project 

and report on the tumor occurrence after post-natal radiation exposure (6 weeks of age) delivered in a 

single acute exposure. Am J Ind Med. 2015 Jan;58(1):46-60. doi:  

10.1002/ajim.22391. Epub 2014 Oct 28. PMID: 25351660.  

2. Teitelbaum SL, Li Q, Lambertini L, Belpoggi F, Manservisi F, Falcioni L, Bua L, Silva MJ, Ye X,  

Calafat AM, Chen J. Paired Serum and Urine Concentrations of Biomarkers of Diethyl Phthalate, Methyl 

Paraben, and Triclosan in Rats. Environ Health Perspect. 2016 Jan;124(1):39-45. doi:  

10.1289/ehp.1409586. Epub 2015 Jun 5. PMID: 26047088; PMCID: PMC4710607.  

3. Gandolfi NB, Gualtieri AF, Pollastri S, Tibaldi E, Belpoggi F. Assessment of asbestos body formation by 

high resolution FEG-SEM after exposure of Sprague-Dawley rats to chrysotile, crocidolite, or erionite. J 

Hazard Mater. 2016 Apr 5;306:95-104. doi: 10.1016/j.jhazmat.2015.11.050. Epub 2015 Dec 11. PMID: 

26705886.  

4. Teitelbaum SL, Belpoggi F, Reinlib L. Advancing research on endocrine disrupting chemicals in breast 

cancer: Expert panel recommendations. Reprod Toxicol. 2015 Jul;54:141-7. doi: 

10.1016/j.reprotox.2014.12.015. Epub 2014 Dec 27. PMID: 25549947; PMCID: PMC4464965.  

5. Teitelbaum SL, Li Q, Lambertini L, Belpoggi F, Manservisi F, Falcioni L, Bua L, Silva MJ, Ye X,  

Calafat AM, Chen J. Paired Serum and Urine Concentrations of Biomarkers of Diethyl Phthalate, Methyl 

Paraben, and Triclosan in Rats. Environ Health Perspect. 2016 Jan;124(1):39-45. doi:  

10.1289/ehp.1409586. Epub 2015 Jun 5. PMID: 26047088; PMCID: PMC4710607.  

6. Manservisi F, Gopalakrishnan K, Tibaldi E, Hysi A, Iezzi M, Lambertini L, Teitelbaum S, Chen J, Belpoggi 

F. Effect of maternal exposure to endocrine disrupting chemicals on reproduction and mammary gland 

development in female Sprague-Dawley rats. Reprod Toxicol. 2015 Jul;54:110-9.  

doi: 10.1016/j.reprotox.2014.12.013. Epub 2014 Dec 29. PMID: 25554385; PMCID: PMC4464896.  

7. Soffritti M., Padovani M., Tibaldi E., Falcioni L., Manservisi F., Lauriola M., Bua L., Manservigi M., 

Belpoggi F. Sucralose administered in feed, beginning prenatally through lifespan, induces 

hematopoietic neoplasias in male swiss mice. Int J Occup Environ Health. 2016 Jan;22(1):7-17.   

8. Hu J, Raikhel V, Gopalakrishnan K, Fernandez-Hernandez H, Lambertini L, Manservisi F., Falcioni L, Bua 

L, Belpoggi F, Teitelbaum S L and Chen J. Effect of postnatal low-dose exposure to environmental 

chemicals on the gut microbiome in a rodent model. Microbiome. 2016 Jun 14;4(1):26.   

9. Houten SM, Chen J, Belpoggi F, Manservisi F, Sánchez-Guijo A, Wudy SA, Teitelbaum SL. Changes in the 

Metabolome in Response to Low-Dose Exposure to Environmental Chemicals Used in Personal Care 

Products during Different Windows of Susceptibility. PLoS One. 2016 Jul 28;11(7):e0159919.   

10. Portier CJ, Armstrong BK, Baguley BC, Baur X, Belyaev I, Bellé R, Belpoggi F, Biggeri A, Bosland  



MC, Bruzzi P, Budnik LT, Bugge MD, Burns K, Calaf GM, Carpenter DO, Carpenter HM, LópezCarrillo L, 

Clapp R, Cocco P, Consonni D, Comba P, Craft E, Dalvie MA, Davis D, Demers PA, De  

Roos AJ, DeWitt J, Forastiere F, Freedman JH, Fritschi L, Gaus C, Gohlke JM, Goldberg M, Greiser  

E, Hansen J, Hardell L, Hauptmann M, Huang W, Huff J, James MO, Jameson CW, Kortenkamp A,  

Kopp-Schneider A, Kromhout H, Larramendy ML, Landrigan PJ, Lash LH, Leszczynski D, Lynch CF,  

Magnani C, Mandrioli D, Martin FL, Merler E, Michelozzi P, Miligi L, Miller AB, Mirabelli D, Mirer FE,  

Naidoo S, Perry MJ, Petronio MG, Pirastu R, Portier RJ, Ramos KS, Robertson LW, Rodriguez T, Röösli M, 

Ross MK, Roy D, Rusyn I, Saldiva P, Sass J, Savolainen K, Scheepers PT, Sergi C,  

Silbergeld EK, Smith MT, Stewart BW, Sutton P, Tateo F, Terracini B, Thielmann HW, Thomas DB,  

Vainio H, Vena JE, Vineis P, Weiderpass E, Weisenburger DD, Woodruff TJ, Yorifuji T, Yu IJ, Zambon  

P, Zeeb H, Zhou SF. Differences in the carcinogenic evaluation of glyphosate between the International 

Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). J Epidemiol 

Community Health. 2016 Aug;70(8):741-5.   

11. Gopalakrishnan K. et al. Effects of low-dose environmental chemicals on the mammary transcriptome 

at critical windows of development in a rodent model. July 2016. Cancer Research  

76(14 Supplement):798-798.DOI:10.1158/1538-7445.AM2016-798   

12. Manservisi F, Babot Marquillas C, Buscaroli A, Huff J, Lauriola M, Mandrioli D, Manservigi M, Panzacchi 

S, Silbergeld EK, Belpoggi F. 2017. An integrated experimental design for the assessment of multiple 

toxicological end points in rat bioassays. Environ Health Perspect 125:289–295; 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/EHP419     

13. Houten SM, Chen J, Belpoggi F, Manservisi F, Sánchez-Guijo A, Wudy SA, Teitelbaum SL. Changes in 

the Metabolome in Response to Low-Dose Exposure to Environmental Chemicals Used in Personal 

Care Products during Different Windows of Susceptibility. PLoS One. 2016 Jul 28;11(7):e0159919.   

14. Mandrioli D, Belpoggi F, Silbergeld EK, Perry MJ. Aneuploidy: a common and early evidencebased 

biomarker for carcinogens and reproductive toxicants. Environ Health. 2016 Oct 12;15(1):97.   

15. Morando Soffritti, Eva Tibaldi, Michela Padovani, David G. Hoel, LivioGiuliani, Luciano Bua,   

 Michelina Lauriola, Laura Falcioni, Marco Manservigi, Fabiana Manservisi,Simona Panzacchi &  

Fiorella Belpoggi (2016): Life-span exposure to sinusoidal-50 Hz magnetic field and acute lowdose γ 

radiation induce carcinogenic effects in Sprague-Dawley rats,International Journal of Radiation 

Biology, DOI: 10.3109/09553002.2016.1144942  

16. Soffritti M, Tibaldi E, Padovani M, Hoel DG, Giuliani L, Bua L, Lauriola M, Falcioni L, Manservigi M, 

Manservisi F, Belpoggi F. Synergism between sinusoidal-50 Hz magnetic field and formaldehyde in 

triggering carcinogenic effects in male Sprague-Dawley rats. Am J Ind Med. 2016 Jul;59(7):50921. doi: 

10.1002/ajim.22598. Epub 2016 May 24. PMID: 27219869.  

17. Gopalakrishnan K, Teitelbaum SL, Lambertini L, Wetmur J, Manservisi F, Falcioni L, Panzacchi S, 

Belpoggi F, Chen J. Changes in mammary histology and transcriptome profiles by low-dose exposure 

to environmental phenols at critical windows of development. Environ Res. 2017 Jan;152:233-243.  
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Toxicological End Points in Rat Bioassays". Environ Health Perspect. 2017 Oct 23;125(10):109001.  

19. Gualtieri AF, Bursi Gandolfi N, Pollastri S, Burghammer M, Tibaldi E, Belpoggi F, Pollok K, Langenhorst 

F, Vigliaturo R, Dražić G. New insights into the toxicity of mineral fibres: A combined in situ synchrotron 

μ-XRD and HR-TEM study of chrysotile, crocidolite, and erionite fibres found in the tissues of Sprague-

Dawley rats. Toxicol Lett. 2017 May 15;274:20-30. doi:  

10.1016/j.toxlet.2017.04.004. Epub 2017 Apr 12. PMID: 28412454.  
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Baur X. Correspondence regarding the article "The asbestos fibre burden in human lungs: new insights 

into the chrysotile debate". Eur Respir J. 2017 Dec 21;50(6):1701644.   
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Casteleyn L. Diagnosis, monitoring and prevention of exposure-related noncommunicable diseases in 
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Manzoli I, Menghetti I, Montella R, Panzacchi S, Sgargi D, Strollo V, Vornoli A, Belpoggi F. Report of final 

results regarding brain and heart tumors in Sprague-Dawley rats exposed from prenatal life until 

natural death to mobile phone radiofrequency field representative of a 1.8 GHz GSM base station 

environmental emission. Environ Res. 2018 Aug;165:496-503. doi: 10.1016/j.envres.2018.01.037. 

Epub 2018 Mar 7. PMID: 29530389.  
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Mantovani A, Lorenzetti S, Hu J, Chen J, Perry MJ, Landrigan PJ, Belpoggi F. The Ramazzini  

Institute 13-week study on glyphosate-based herbicides at human-equivalent dose in Sprague Dawley 

rats: study design and first in-life endpoints evaluation. Environ Health. 2018 May 29;17(1):52.   

25. Mao Q, Manservisi F, Panzacchi S, Mandrioli D, Menghetti I, Vornoli A, Bua L, Falcioni L, Lesseur  
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herbicides. Environ Health. 2018 May 29;17(1):5  

28. Gopalakrishnan K, Teitelbaum SL, Wetmur J, Manservisi F, Falcioni L, Panzacchi S, Gnudi F, Belpoggi F, 

Chen J. Histology and Transcriptome Profiles of the Mammary Gland across Critical Windows of 

Development in Sprague Dawley Rats. J Mammary Gland Biol Neoplasia. 2018 Sep;23(3):149-163. doi: 
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